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200th Anniversary Seal

The 200th Anniversary of the founding of the Brethren
in Christ Church will be observed at the 1978 Biennial
Conference.
As part of this observance, a 200th anniversary seal has
been designed. This seal, authorized by the General
Conference Program Committee and which appears above
and on the cover of this issue of the Evangelical Visitor,
has been designated as the official anniversary seal.
This seal is intended for use on denominational,
regional, and congregational publications beginning now
and throughout the 200th anniversary observance. It is
designed for use on letterheads, envelopes, bulletins,
brochures, and periodicals. In most cases it can be
included with the current artwork. In other cases one may
wish to substitute this seal for the present symbol. No
special permission will be required for its use on official
church and congregational publications or letterheads. It
should be used as designed. Its use on merchandising items
will be limited to items approved by the General
Conference Program Committee.
Except for promotion at the 1976 General Conference,
this seal becomes the first visible reminder of our 200th
anniversary observance. It is hoped that the seal will find
wide usage by the church.
Reproduction proofs are available from Evangel Press
at no cost. Pastors, secretaries of boards and commissions
at the regional and denominational level, and administrators of boards, agencies, and institutions, should
obtain reproduction proofs for use in the next printing of
stationery or the next issue of their publications or
releases.
O B S E R V A T I O N S ON PARENTING

from page three

nigh impossible to build a healthy home on a sick
marriage.
Children need to learn discipline—to do what they ought
rather than what they feel like. The fruit of discipline is not
only doing what we ought rather than what we want, but
wanting to do what we ought.
Children need Christian values by which to live. They
must be saved the trauma which comes when the values
they observe in the home are different from those they hear
in church. Values may well be the most valuable part of the
estate we will pass on as parents. And on it there is no
inheritance tax.
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Editorial

Observations on Parenting
W E HAVE Mother's Day and Father's Day on our
calendars. We observe Children's Day in some of our
churches. Somewhere in all of this there should be Parents'
Day—what God has joined let us not put asunder.
Contrary to the prophet Amos' disclaimer, I am both a
parent and a son of parents. I make no claim to being an
authority nor a model to be followed. But I do have some
experience. I also have been an observer of the current
scene and have some knowledge of what the Bible says
about the subject. With such credentials let me make some
observations. I will limit myself to three.
A healthy marriage is the foundation to good parenting.
When there are good vibrations between husband and wife
it enhances their role as mother ar;d father. Love between
parents creates a sense of security for the children. There is
an atmosphere in such a home that children feel and a
visitor can sense.
John Drescher, who has written much concerning
parenting and family, has pointed out that the best thing a
father can do for his children is to love their mother; the
best thing the mother can do for her children is to love
their father. A healthy marriage is the foundation of a
healthy home.
This does not mean that there are no rough places in the
marital road nor that parents wear masks to hide their
feelings. It does mean that understanding and forgiveness
are ingredients of a healthy marriage. It means that trust
and love and kindness are in evidence and openly expressed. It means that the marriage is not only held
together by faithfulness to the vows but by love for one
another.
Of inestimable value in all of this is the model this
relationship provides for sons and daughters preparing for
and entering into their own marriages. How great the
tragedy when two join in the marriage vow having no
model either in their parents or their peers for a Godordained, wholesome marriage. Twice blest is that couple
who bring to their own, two models of a happy marriage.
Discipline is not synonymous with punishment. In fact
discipline is more nearly synonymous with love.
Somewhere along the line we have come to equate
discipline with punishment. To discipline a child is to
punish him. At the same time we contrast love and
discipline. ("I loved her too much; I just couldn't bring
myself to discipline her.")
Discipline may certainly involve punishment. Indeed,
punishment may be a necessary part of the resolving of the
child's guilt. But discipline is not primarily punishment.
Discipline is the training of a child to do what he or she
ought to do. This is in contrast to doing what they want to
do or feel like doing. This involves the postponement of
present gratification for future satisfaction. It expresses
itself in tasks being done and done well; in responsibilities
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being assumed and carried out; and authority recognized
and respected.
Discipline is attained by various means. Clear and
consistent directions and expectations. A parent who calls
for certain action but makes no effort to see that the child
responds will soon have no recourse but violence and that
with little chance of success. Anyone can give orders. The
test of parenting is to see that the child learns to obey.
Discipline involves modeling. Undisciplined parents will
hardly produce disciplined children. But parents who are
themselves disciplined ethically and emotionally will teach
far more by their own actions than by their words.
Discipline is a quality of character that creates an
atmosphere within the home that fosters disciplined lives
in the children.
This discipline is not regimentation nor authoritarian.
The individuality of the child needs to be respected.
Reasons should be given for the behavior expected.
Kindness and understanding are ingredients of love. The
expectations which parents have and which they convert to
concrete rules in the home need to be matched with
affection. Discipline does not mean the breaking of our
children's will but rather the molding of that will to do
what one ought to do.
Values are the most valuable part of the family inheritance.
The lives of our children consist of the choices they
make. These choices are determined by the values they
hold. These values will be determined by the influences on
their lives—influences of home and school, of church and
peers. Obviously parents have a crucial role in the
transmitting of values.
Parents transmit values by the conscious precept. Much
more is transmitted by the unconscious acts and reactions
to life. If material values become the usual subject of
mealtime conversation, one could expect that these values
will seem important to the children. If concern for the
needs of others frequently surface in family conversations,
children will come to value service and compassion. When
the church and the Bible occupy places of importance for
the parents and receive their respect and loyalty, one
should not find it difficult to understand why the children
will give service to the church and obedience to the Word.
A disciplined person with wrong values is a menace to
society. High on the parental agenda is the matter of
values which are transmitted—transmitted more by life
than by word.
None of us receive a 4.0 grade average in the school of
parenting. Strength in one area compensates for lack in
another. But serious lack in any one portends problems.
Children need that security that comes from a home
where the parents are in love and respect each other—who
in the best sense of the term have a happy marriage. It is
to page two
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Exploring Brotherhood
Dorothy Sherk
I T IS not by accident that the Brethren in Christ Church are so named.
For the importance of the practice of
brotherhood was strong from the
beginning. Brotherhood to our older
members may mean a nostalgic look
at the "good old days" when the social
life of the church rotated around the
semi-annual love feasts, or wen a
barn-raising was only one example of
the way in which fellow members
rallied around in times of affliction or
disaster. Today we find scant time for
weekend conferences. Furthermore,
social security and independence of
spirit have made many of the old approaches to brotherhood seem obsolete.
But the principle remains unaltered
even though changing cultural patterns call for a change in the way in
which they are applied. Brotherhood
shines from the pages of Scripture
from Genesis to Revelation. As Christians, we are members of one body.
We cannot go it alone in the Christian
walk any more than our foot can
detach itself from our natural body to
go for a walk while the rest of us stays
in bed! If we are, in fact, a community, it is our responsibility to see
that we are a good community. In a
culture earmarked by impersonalization and alienation, we need more
than ever to find ways in which to
express the sharing and caring of
warm family life in the congregation.
However, a congregation can function as a family only when the members get to know each other. One of
the ways that this can come about is
through the revival of the old virtue of
hospitality. The dining room table
provides a much more intimate setting
for the sharing of concerns and the
expression of love and trust than does
the church vestibule or even the church
supper. It has been said that a man's
home is his castle. Too often that is
The writer, retired from her role as teacher and
administrator in both public and private education, remains active in work within the Canadian Conference, where among other assignments she serves on the Board of Niagara Christian College.
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exactly what it is, complete with invisible moats and other barricades
with which he protects himself from
the harrassment of involvement. But
home, for a Christian, may be considered a workshop in which he makes
perhaps his greatest contribution to
the growth of the kingdom. When
God's children share in such an intimate setting, burdens are lifted and
real growth takes place. Entertaining
in the home need not be a great burden
if we keep our lifestyle simple and our
motives pure, remembering that our
guests are not as impressed by the
excellence of the pastry as they are by
our friendliness and concern. The
home Bible study or prayer group also
serves the purpose of building in-depth
relationships.
As we get to know each other we
find out that we need each other.
Ephesians, chapter 4, points out that it
is through the exercise of spiritual gifts
that we come to Christian maturity.
Where brotherhood is practiced,
spiritual gifts are recognized and used.
It is in the wisdom of God that none of
us lack a gift, and that few, if any,
have all of them. The Lord, the
Master psychologist, made us with a
need to be needed. This need is best
met when, in our circle of brothers and
sisters, we find that we have a contribution to make. Too often where the
saints are not sensitive to the Spirit
and not aware of the implications of
body life, a few of the more naturally
gifted members become the performers, while the rest are mere spectators. The result is, perhaps a thriving organization, but certainly not a
church in the New Testament sense.
The early church suffered cultural
shock when it contemplated the possibility of sharing a meal with an uncircumcised Gentile. Cultural shock
happens wherever a group of Christians begin to recognize the working of
the Spirit in a setting where lifestyle
and modes of thinking are different
from anything they have been accustomed to. As we come up against
situations which are new and strange,
we must earnestly seek for the discern-

ment to know what is of God and what
is our role, particularly as it relates to
the practice of brotherhood and the
maintaining of standards. Such tensions, faced openly and with a desire
to do God's will, can result only in
good for all concerned. As we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the
Brethren in Christ Church and head
into the third century of our existence,
we can be sure that we will be called to
the practice of brotherhood in new
dimensions created by the peculiar
problems of our own times. But we
need to find out where we are before
we can decide where we are going.
Here is a check-list by which we can
assess in part the brotherhood
strengths in our own congregation:
• Is my church more peopleoriented than program-oriented; i.e.,
does the program really meet the
needs of the people, and do we have
the courage to discontinue programming which is not fulfilling any
real purpose?
• Do members feel free to express
their needs before the group?
• How are these needs met? Is the
reaction to the confession of sin a
judgmental one, or can an erring
brother really be restored in an attitude of loving acceptance? How are
physical and material needs met? Does
your church ever provide free baby
sitting help for a sick mother in her
home, or financial assistance to a
struggling student or an impoverished
family? Is this done only for the
"deserving," or is there an attempt to
emulate divine giving, remembering
that it was while we were yet sinners
that Christ died for us?
• What about social needs? Of
course, there will be a lively youth program, but is there any provision for
interaction between the age groups?
Are the seniors and the singles, for
instance, made to feel that they are
really part of the church family?
• Can people be lonely in your
congregation without their loneliness
being detected?
• Do members of your congregation run scared when confronted by
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someone who is emotionally ill, mentally retarded, or other wise handicapped? Professional help may be
needed, but the church is best
equipped to provide the concern and
sense of security through which true
healing can take place.
• Is there some in-depth praying
going on in your congregation? If you
were confronted with a crisis, would
you feel just as comfortable with the
prayer support of your church as with
that of one of the nationally known
prayer chains? Thank God for every-

one who is praying, but let us remember that any local group can pray as
effectively as anyone in the whole
world. God is no respecter of persons!
True brotherhood begins only as we
pray for each other with that fervent,
trusting prayer which really expects
things to happen.
• Do you have some sort of
meaningful small-group program
functioning, where anyone who wishes
may share in depth and receive
strength, prayer, and counsel?
• Do you have members of minori-

ty groups worshipping in your congregation, and if so, do you respect
them enough to give them positions of
responsibility and leadership in accordance with their gifts?
Of course, where we truly love one
another, such questions are superfluous. Let us ask the Lord for that allconsuming love for Himself and for
His children by which we can move a
little closer to that ideal state where
His will is done on earth as it is in
Heaven.

I've Found It- But Who Needs It?
Leighton Ford
R E C E N T L Y I got into a conversation with a man who was my seatmate
on an airplane. He turned out to be a
successful businessman and an accomplished laiy preacher and an elder
in his church. He said to me, "You
know, the hardest thing for me to do is
to go out visiting the homes of people
and talk to them about the Lord." I
asked him why and he said, "Well, I'm
just scared. I just don't think I would
know what to say to them."
"Welcome to the club," I said, "Let
me tell you something. I'm an evangelist, and I have been involved in witnessing and sharing my faith since I
was 14 or 15 years old. I have
preached to crowds of people ranging
up to 60,000 and yet, many times I still
get more nervous about talking to an
individual, person-to-person about
Christ, than I would getting up and
talking to a big crowd of people.
Fear does not disqualify us from
sharing our faith. If it did, the Apostle
Peter never would have made an evangelist because he was the man who was
afraid to even admit that he was a follower of Jesus Christ and denied Him
three times. But he was also the man
who preached the great evangelistic
message on the Day of Pentecost,
when 3,000 people were converted.
Paul wrote to the brothers and
sisters in Corinth, and revealed a side
of himself that none of them perhaps
This article is a condensation of a recent Hour
of Decision broadcast and a chapter in Dr.
Ford's new book Good News Is for Sharing to
be released in September.
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had realized. "I came to you in weakness and fear, and with m u c h
trembling," he said. But that fear led
him to put his confidence even more in
God and His Word.
Perhaps the most common fear is
that of being rejected. None of us likes
to be rejected or ridiculed or regarded
as an odd-ball.
Jesus made it pretty clear that if we
are going to follow Him we ought to
expect some rejection. After all He
was "despised and rejected of men."
He "came unto His own and His own
received Him not." And He said that
the servant couldn't expect to be better
than His master. "If they hated me,
they'll hate you," He said. The question is: Am I committed enough to
Jesus Christ as my Lord to be willing
to let people know that I am a Christian even if I have to lose some friends
or some social standing?
When I face the possibility of real
opposition the question is: Will I obey
Jesus Christ? When we face real opposition all of us will sense fear, but
are we going to let our fear and our
pride rule our lives? Or, are we going
to let Jesus Christ rule our lives?
Some of our fear about how people
will react is based on false assumptions. We are afraid that people will
reject us because they are just not
interested. It is crucial that we really
get to know people and talk to them
about Christ and we will see that
actually many of them are very, very
interested.
Some people are hardened to the

gospel and others express no sense of
need whatsoever. Then we need to
take another approach or just wait
patiently and prayerfully until God
uses His plow to open up their lives to
the gospel. It is extremely important
that we learn to be sensitive to God's
timing.
One of the most reassuring things to
me has been to realize that God is already at work in the lives of those to
whom I go to witness.
Certainly it's true that a few people
that we run into may be hostile. A
large number may be indifferent and
just shrug it off. But a lot of our fear
that people are going to reject us, and
react negatively is just a preconceived
idea in our minds.
There are many persons around us
with whom God is dealing through
loneliness, bereavement, family crisis,
sickness, concern about the world,
search for purpose, the need for forgiveness. Much of our fear will be
taken away if we realize that God will
often be leading us to those whose
hearts the Lord is ready to swing open.
The best antidote to fear is love—a
love that leads us to forget our own
fears and focus on the needs of others.
Perhaps that's why Paul wrote to
Timothy, when he was apparently
overcome by timidity, to remind him
that "God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power, love and a sound
mind."
God's love will not only cast out
fear, but will transform our witnessing from compulsion to compassion.
5

A Pilgrim
S l N C E I was usually early, it was a
surprise to walk into my Sunday
school class and find the teacher and
several class members already there.
"We didn't think you'd want to come
today, Jean," the teacher said, not
quite looking at me. "Our lesson is on
temperance."
These many years later I can still
feel the heat rushing to my face and
the shakiness of my knees. "Is it my
fault my dad is a drunkard": I asked.
"You're right. I don't want to be
here."
It didn't matter that I never went
back to that Sunday school. It was
time for summer vacation anyhow and
I could escape from my unhappy home
in Portland, Oregon, and go stay with
my grandmother in Estacada, a little
town on the Blackamus River. My
father wasn't around to get drunk and
scream filthy accusations and my
mother wasn't around, either, to scold
and nag because of her own unhappiness. Grandma was quiet and there
was peace and laughter.
Only now that I was growing up,
even the haven of Grandma's love
seemed to be changing. As I neared
the age for college Grandma kept trying harder and harder to press me into
the mold of her own stern beliefs.
If Grandma was love, she was also
self denial. Grandma lived to please a
wrathful God and in her eyes this
meant long sleeves, long shirts and
worst of all—no story books. I was an
avid reader of novels because in novels
girls had glorious adventures—they
never had drunken fathers.
I could have faced Grandma's other
demands, but I couldn't give up
reading novels. So I ran away from all
my problems by moving to Seattle to
make a life of my own.
In my new life I still went to church.
I chose to go by myself to a formal,
The writer of this article is also a writer for The
Foundation Series. She is presently teaching in a
Christian school near her home in Fontana,
California.
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liturgical church and never tried to become a part of its fellowship. I enjoyed the music and the beautiful
words even though I knew that the
fashionable people who worshipped
there would not meet Grandma's
standards of Christianity.
In Seattle I married. Elmer also
came from a formal, liturgical church,
though he had long since left it. However we were married in this church
and attended it faithfully during our
courtship. But we didn't talk about
what we really believed and it never
occured to us to have devotions together. I did tell him of my love for my
Grandma and my sorrow that I could
not meet her standards.
After we were married our war-time
work, gas rationing, and beginning a
family helped us to slip away from the
church altogether.
Back sliding may be easy for some.
Not for me. There never was a Sunday morning that I didn't wish I was at
church. Somewhere. Somehow. Even
though there didn't seem to be a
church anywhere in the world that was
right for us.
Small children do not cooperate at
letting their parents sleep in on weekends. So when our son was seven we
gave him his own small radio and we
enjoyed the children's programs on
Saturday mornings while we half
snoozed, and half listened ourselves.
What might have happened if we
had stayed on in Washington state I
don't know. I might have smothered
my rebellion for years for the sake of
the people I loved. But we moved to
California and found involvement with
a similar group.
This California group had many
differences from the Washington believers. They were worldly in their patterns of living. They were not charitable towards those who took a misstep. The first time I heard someone
"read out of meeting" I was numb
with shock and terror. This wasn't the
right place for us. But where else could

we go? For we had also accepted their
doctrine that they were the only true
believers in the world—that denominations were somehow sinful.
Time passing and a family growing
up did not cure my deep desires to
study, read, write, speak and teach.
Without any definite goals in mind,
only with the thought that it was
something I had to do, I enrolled in
Upland College. There I came in contact with Brethren in Christ people
whom I soon labeled "wonderful
people—but after all, a denomination."
It's amazing how long people will
put up with being miserable. In our
case it took a crisis in our son's life,
handled, we felt, with no understanding and charity, that made us walk out
of the little meeting with the same
finality I had walked out of my Sunday school class years before.
One of the programs he listened to
was the Back to the Bible Broadcast
for children. And on one of those
Saturday mornings he answered the
invitation and gave his heart to the
Lord. But he didn't tell us for a long
time. Instead he told our Christian
neighbors and they stopped by to tell
us that they would be happy to take
our children to Sunday school.
This invitation stung my already uneasy conscience. You just didn't do
that, I felt. You didn't send your children to Sunday school. You took
them. Elmer agreed—reluctantly. He
didn't much like religious people.
They were apt to think themselves too
important. But even he had to admit
that the ones we began meeting were
kind and friendly. When we started
attending cottage Bible studies we
began to realize what the word fellowship was all about.
A new commitment for Elmer, who
had never come to terms with God before, and a commitment for me beyond my childish attempts to please
my grandmother were the results.
We had been led, through these
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Jean Nielsen

activities, into a group of Christians—fine, devout people, who, however, had one point of doctrine that
made me bristle like an angry cat.
Taking many of the writings of Paul
out of their biblical and historical context they felt that women should have
very minor roles in the church—and in
life in general. I taught children for
their Bible schools and enjoyed many
pleasant friendships. But all the time
that doctrine was building a wall between us. I couldn't believe God would
exclude half of the human race from
developing to the highest possible
potential.
I was still going to college, so one
day I stopped by the library to talk to
Miriam Bowers. "We are Christians
and we have to worship," I said, "but
we have no place to go."
"Won't you come to our church?
Just once?" she asked.
I glanced across the street at the fine
looking building. "Oh that would
never work," I replied. "You're all
Germans and we aren't."
"Not all of us," she said.
When you're fighting the Lord you
sometimes think of very ridiculous
things to say. "You probably all drink
coffee. I'd never get a cup of tea."
"Some of us drink tea," I was informed, and some of us do, indeed. At
many and many a church function.
So we went. Just for one Sunday.
Elmer was stiff and concerned. He
doesn't like changes. But as we sat
down in the sanctuary and looked
around—after a most interesting and
informative adult Sunday school
class—there seemed to be friends from
the college and the community everywhere.
And as we worshipped, something
wonderful happened. The Lord had
gotten it all together for us at this
place at that time. All the things I had
looked for in a church over the
years—beauty, dignity of worship,
good music, simplicity of life style,
love of family, freedom to develop
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one's gifts—and a big library full of
good books! All of this had come together at the corner of Arrow and San
Antonio in the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church. Before that one Sunday was over we knew we had come
home.
More than twelve happy years have
followed. Our name isn't any more
German that it ever was. But neither
are a lot of the other names that are
popping up around us.
Our children have grown up, moved
away and made their own affiliations,
but they still have friends from their
short time in the Upland congregation.
Memories flash by—Elmer happy in
his work with the Boys' Brigade until a
heart attack forced him to the sidelines. The many classes I taught from
Worship Nursery to Senior Citizens.
Summers at camp as a counselor,
story teller, friend. Hectic times of

playwriting, program scripting, fireside sharing—of life abundant, full,
overflowing.
Then came the November day that
there was a letter in the mailbox that I
had never seen before. The Foundation Series. I was asked to write one
quarter of this series and to meet with
writers and editors the next June at
Laurelville, Pennsylvania, a week that
still blows my mind.
There had been many reasons why
God led us to the Brethren in Christ
Church, but surely this was the culmination of them. All the gifts He had
given me would be stretched to the
uttermost before my work with The
Foundation Series was finished. What
a privilege to share the concern of the
congregation for the children in their
midst. Psalm 41:12: "And as for me,
thou upholdest me in mine integrity,
and settest me before thy face for
ever."

The Arts
and the Simple Life Style
E. Morris Sider
A widely held assumption in circles
such as ours is that the arts and the
simple life style are somehow antithetical.
How can the Christian, it is asked,
patronize artists who by reputation are
notoriously bohemian in their life
styles? How can the Christian who believes in simple and inexpensive living,
The writer is professor of History and English
Literature, Messiah College. This article was
written originally for the Grantham congregation's publication "News and Views."

selfishly spend good money, as do the
rich, in objects that are so evidently a
part of this world?
The answer is that God has created
in each of us, at least to some degree,
an appreciation and even need for
beauty and truth. Art serves to satisfy
this appreciation and need.
And it is simply not true that all art
is produced by bohemian types, but
even if that were true God surely can
make not only stones to cry out His
truth but also cause sinners to declare
His glory.
to page thirteen
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In the Footsteps of the Apostle Paul

Kathleen W. Stuebing
Lusaka, Zambia
S E V E N years of "tentmaking" in
Lusaka, and what do we have to show
for it? Tentmaking? No, we don't
actually make tents, but we don't fit
the traditional "missionary" label,
either. We are called "self-supporting
missionary associates" by those who
know why we came, but to those
among whom we work, we are just
government teachers on contract like
hundreds of others.
Seven years ago my husband and I
felt clearly led of God to serve him in
Africa. But how? Our question led us
to Acts 18, verses 1 to 4. There we saw
Paul working at tentmaking to support himself while he preached to the
people of Corinth. God confirmed that
he was calling us to follow Paul's
example by using our professional
training to support ourselves as we
served God in a secular situation.
Then we began to see advantages to
working in this way. We would be
placed in among unbelievers, and so
have many opportunities for witness.
People in our secular setting would see
us as just like them rather than "paid
to preach." We could work with the
Christians in our new location, thus
promoting cooperation among evangelical Christians as well as contributing insights from our denominational
heritage. And possibly the lack of the
missionary label could allow us more
freedom of movement if we ever seek
to work where missionaries are not
welcome.
And so we launched out in faith and
applied to the Zambian government
for a teaching position for Rich in a
g o v e r n m e n t s c h o o l . T h e n we
waited—and waited—and waited.
Four months later, we heard (by surface mail!) that our application had
been received, and, after another four
month wait and an emergency phone
call to Zambia, we finally received
word that Rich had a contract to
teach. This was our introduction to
one of the disadvantages of going as
we went. There is no organization over
us to assume the responsibilities for
our paperwork in government ministries, to provide group rates in health
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care and insurance, or to generally
pick up the pieces if things get difficult for us.
Although this has at times caused us
frustration, it has also cleared the way
for us to see God's great faithfulness
and love. He has provided solutions to
problems over which we had no control, and trust in God has taken on a
deeper meaning as we have seen him
work on our behalf.
This trust in God's goodness was an
essential part of his provision to help
us through the great adjustments
ahead. We faced a new mixture of cultures, new people, a new school
system, a new set of church patterns
and even new hymns.
We did find Christians with whom
we could cooperate in Lusaka. Scripture Union, an organization that promotes Bible reading, was in its early
stages in Zambia. As there was a small
Scripture Union group at Rich's new
school, David Kaunda Secondary
Technical School, we began to work
with this group. We also discovered
that religious education, meaning Bible study, was required in the high
schools, but no teachers were hired to
teach it. So I volunteered and have
taught Bible at David Kaunda ever
since.
We felt that God's place for us to
join in worship was Lusaka Baptist
Church, the English-speaking evangelical church that was doing the most
to reach educated city youth for
Christ. The church was predominantly British, with a few expatriates
from other countries and a few Zambians when we came. Since we could
be accepted as Brethren in Christ, we
have worked with this church during
our time here.
But this decision was not without its
problems. We learned what it feels like
to be a minority (in this case, Americans among a British majority): to
have others speak for us and misrepresent us in the process, and to
have what we say disregarded because
"nobody else thinks that." Sometimes we felt that no one but God
understood us! This also led to real

feelings of loneliness, a new and unpleasant experience for us. We learned
new lessons about God's patience as
we waited for others to trust us enough
to give us responsibilities in the work.
And along with the problems at
church came the problems that go with
daily adjustment in a new culture:
teaching in a different educational
system, learning to drive on the opposite side of the street, standing in
long, slow-moving "queues" in the
post office, bank, and stores, shopping
when many products were unfamiliar
or unavailable, and working in a
kitchen with no cupboards or drawers, to mention a few. "Culture shock"
hits one in a multitude of little ways
every day, and it does not pass quickiy.
Another adjustment involved the
use of our time. Although Rich's
teaching responsibilities were clear, we
had no one over us to set our priorities in our Christian activities. At
times, these decisions overwhelmed us,
and sometimes we exhausted ourselves through our failure to evaluate
realistically how much we could do.
But God has never failed to meet us
where we are, pick us up when we are
drooping, and redirect us into his will.
Change is the norm here, and it has
taught us two important things: one is
our continuous need for flexibility, and
the other is that we cannot hope to
find our way through the maze of possibilities before us without constantly
asking God to guide in our priorities
and decisions.
There have been a host of difficulties
during these years, but our anchor, the
certainty that God is calling us to
work here, has held firm through them
all. Without this certainty, we would
have given up many times.
But the difficulties fade in significance as we think back over the
joys that God has given us here. He
started with us, gently showing us our
weak areas, patiently leading us on to
new levels of trust and commitment,
and teaching us our need to look to
him for guidance in every area. We
have seen new evidences daily of the
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Tentmaking
power of prayer. God has given us rich
opportunities for personal growth.
We have also had the joy of seeing
real growth in God's kingdom here.
Seven years ago, the Scripture Union
school groups were few and relatively
weak, and the rallies and camps were
run by expatriates (people on contracts like us). Now we have excellent
Zambian staff workers and a wide network of school groups throughout the
country. And the camps which used to
draw about 20 students are now overflowing with 70 and more campers.
The campers of past years are the
leaders of today's camps and rallies,
and we provide background help when
asked.
Seven years ago the church was
small, Zambian membership consisted of a few high school students,
and the patterns of the services were
distinctly British. Today our membership stands at just under 200 with
about two thirds of these being Zambians, and attendance at the Sunday
services averages about 250. Over the
years, the services have become more
international in pattern. We have
started—and restarted—a choir (some
B r i t i s h e v a n g e l i c a l s a r e very
suspicious of choirs), and our hymns
now represent a variety of backgrounds. But beyond the numbers is
the joy of seeing Zambian young
people growing and maturing in their
walk with the Lord. Many have been
sent out to lonely places to work when
their training in Lusaka was finished,
and they have carried the light with
them as they went. We now have the
privilege of sharing their joys and difficulties through correspondence as they
start fellowship groups where they are.
Young Zambians in training for
Christian service have also been a
source of joy to us. The church has
supported three young people through
Bible College, and we are now sup-
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porting Joe and Alice Simfukwe as
Joe does seminary training in preparation for the pastorate, probably of
our church here.
We have also experienced real joy
through the opportunities for international friendship and witness that
are all around us. Over the years our
friends have included people from
India, Russia, Nigeria, Greece, Italy,
Norway, Sweden, Germany, and all
parts of Britain, and each one has
added a richness to our lives. God has
opened many opportunities for witness through these friendships, and we
have had the joy of seeing some friends
come to know the Lord.
What do we have to show for seven
years of tentmaking? We have grown
personally, both through difficulties
and joys, as we have experienced
God's goodness and faithfulness. We
have had the joy of being a part of the
steady growth of God's kingdom here,
and we have had our horizons
broadened through friends from many
places. We thank the Lord for bringing us here.

What about you? The fields are still
white—or perhaps we should say
black here! There are opportunities in
many parts of the world for tentmakers. God may be calling you to use
your professional skills for him in this
way.
If you are considering this, be sure
to count the cost. It will not be easy.
The difficulties and the joys run on
parallel tracks—you never have one
without the other. And constant
change can be very wearing. Also be
prepared for misunderstanding, the
minority experience, and loneliness,
none of which are pleasant. Above all,
be certain that God has called you to
this work. Without this certainty, you
will have no anchor to hold you
through the hard times.
Then, when you are sure of God's
call, go confidently in full assurance
that God will supply every need. And
his reward to you will be a sense of
real purpose and fulfillment in addition to his abiding presence and deep
joy.

Radio in Southern Africa
David and Florence Carlson, Trans
World Radio missionaries since 1962
and life-long members of the Brethren in Christ Church (Upland congregation) and their 14-year old daughter,
Karen, who was born in Nice, France,
will be arriving by air in New York on
Tuesday, May 10, to begin a furlough
tour of the USA and Canada.
Leaving Johannesburg on April 21
their first stop will be in Zambia where
David will teach a TWR Radio Workshop at the invitation of Bishop Frank
Kipe and The Evangelical Alliance of
Zambia. From there they will continue on to visit the TWR Studios in
Germany, Holland and England,
having stopped enroute at Trans
World Radio—Monte Carlo, the only
Christian station for the continent of
Europe and vast regions beyond.

David, Flo, and Karen Carlson

As TWR's Deputation Secretary
for Southern Africa, David has also
served as Program Editor for The
Gospel Tide Hour as it has been released from Trans World Radio—
Swaziland since that station began
broadcasting in November, 1974.
During this time our denominational
radio program has been in either first
or second place consistently in terms
of broadcaster mail count, the Carlsons have reported.
to page ten
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Grandma Aburatani
Ruth Zook

W O R D came that Grandma Aburatani had died. Since
Marlin was in Tokyo on a five-day business trip, I felt I
should attend the funeral. I had never driven the long
winding mountain road to Hagi before and I rather
dreaded the trip. But as I sat in the crowded church for the
funeral service I was glad to be there. I had my faith
strengthened and felt new assurance that our work is not in
vain, even though at times the results seem so slow in
coming.
Many years ago, when the Willmses were still at Hagi,
the church there decided to try to start a daughter church
in the little sleepy town of Agawa, located along a beautiful beach. Mr. Aburatani went faithfully, and the missionaries and church people from Hagi and Nagato took turns

joyed people singing hymns for her; at her funeral we sang
together her favorite hymn. Mr. Shibata talked about her
Christian life and how surprised he was that she never
complained about her hard lot at having to be confined in
the hospital for so long. He expressed appreciation for the
way she had so willingly opened her home for the church's
activities and for the delicious meals and refreshments she
had served to so many of us.
As I sat hearing him talk, I thought of the discouraging
response at trying to start a church at Agawa. One could
say it was a failure. On the other hand, who is to judge the
worth of one soul. At her funeral, Grandma Aburatani left
a powerful testimony of her faith in Christ for the many
non-Christian relatives and friends assembled there.

Grandma Aburatani, with the walking stick, walking toward the beach for
baptism in 1973.

Marlin Zook reads the Confession of Faith to Grandma Aburatani and
Mr. Haruyama, of Nishiichi, before baptism.

attending and helping in preaching, giving testimonies and
passing out tracts, etc. The response from the town was
very discouraging—mostly high school students who soon
graduated and went away to the big cities to find work.
Sometimes, when we went on the long trip to Agawa
taking three children (two of them still babies), and found
only three or four Japanese there for services, I used to
wonder if it was worth all the effort. But at least Grandma
Aburatani was always there. Week after week, she joined
us in the service, then afterwards served us tea and refreshments. She even opened her home to some summer camp
groups. Since the beach was ideal for baptisms, we made
use of her home and bathroom after these services.
After many years of hearing the Word, she became a
Christian and was baptized at the Agawa beach in April
1973, at the age of 78. It is very unusual in Japan for such
an old person to accept Christ and be baptized. It seemed
that her faith grew as her health failed. For the last two
years, she was in the hospital at Hagi. Mr. Shibata and
Marlin visited her as often as possible. She greatly en-

RADIO IN S O U T H E R N AFRICA

The writer and her husband Marlin are serving Brethren in Christ congregations in Yamaguchi-Ken.
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Trans World Radio's Swaziland station is the only
Christian broadcasting facility in Southern Africa south of
the Equator and broadcasts in more than twenty languages throughout the enormous sub-continent region of
three million square miles wherein live 130 million people
who speak 44 major languages.
Our Brethren in Christ N D E B E L E broadcast,
"Amagugu Evangeli," meaning "Gospel Gems," is produced at Rhodesian Church Headquarters Studios. Robert
Mann, Program Director has indicated the mail response
to be very encouraging with listeners writing-in from
South Africa, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, Mozambique as well as from most parts of Rhodesia. " W e see the
radio outreach as especially important at this time," Mr.
Mann said.
Trans World Radio's powerful radio outreach now
beams the gospel from six strategically located stations at
Monte Carlo, Bonaire, Netherland Antilles; Manzini,
Swaziland and from Cyprus and Guam. Their newest station is now under construction on Sri Lanka (formerly
known as Ceylon).

Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
4,000 at Canadian
Sunday School Meet
The Central Canada Sunday School
Convention, held in late March, attracted
about 4,000 people; registration was
between 2,500 and 3,000. Sponsored by the
Canadian wing of the International Christian Education Association, the three-day
conference was held in The Peoples
Church in Toronto.
Clate Raymond, director of I.C.E.A.,
said the Ontario convention was one of six
planned in Canada—one in each of the
four western provinces, one in the Atlantic
provinces, and another in Toronto. Inquiries came from the province of Quebec
regarding the possibility of a Sunday
School conference there.
Opportunities in Audio-Visual Field
Leads Billy Graham to New Publisher
Evangelist Billy Graham says the opportunities for developing audio and video
cassettes to expand his ministry led to his
switching from his long-time publisher,
Doubleday, to Word, Inc.
Under the agreement, which was formally announced March 24, Word will
publish the evangelist's future books and
tapes. His next book, to be called How to
Be Born Again, is planned for this
summer. Another, dealing with the Holy
Spirit, will be published next year.
"Word has experienced a spectacular
growth over the years," Mr. Graham said.
"They are making a unique impression
and impact in communicating the message
of the Christian faith. One of the chief
reasons for my decision was the possibility
of perpetuating my ministry throughout
the world on audio cassettes and video
cassettes.
"Right to Die" Supported
In Poll Taken by Harris
A new Harris Survey shows that
Americans, by a 49-38 percent majority,
believe a terminally ill patient has the right
"to tell his doctor to put him out of his
misery."
This is a reversal of a 1973 poll in which
a 53-37 percent majority was opposed to
the philosophy of the "right to die."
The latest Harris Survey also revealed
that a 71-18 percent majority believe "a
patient with a terminal illness ought to be
able to tell his doctor to let him die rather
than to extend his life when no cure is in
sight." The view was supported by a 62-28
percent majority in 1973.
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Madalyn Murray O'Hair Has Not
Petitioned the FCC to Curb
Religious Broadcasting
"We get letters, lots of letters," Perry
Como's television program of yesteryear
used to say.
The Federal Communications Commission here has been saying this for the past
two years to the tune of more than 5
million letters now, still at the rate of 8,000
per day—and mostly in reference to a nonexistent petition supposedly submitted to
the FCC to ban religious programs and
stations.
The mailroom here gets bags and bags
of letters from people asking the FCC to
keep this "atheist, Madalyn Murray
O'Hair" from her allegedly "devious
scheme" of eliminating religion from
America's airwaves.
M r s . O ' H a i r has not — repeat,
not—done any such thing. She never did
file a petition with the FCC to prevent
religious broadcasters from preaching over
the radio.
In January, FCC Chairman Richard E.
Wiley said that 6,000 letters per day were
being received by the FCC concerning
either this non-existent "O'Hair" petition,
or one actually filed by others in December
1974, asking the FCC to curtail further
assignments of FM educational frequencies to religious radio stations.
The FCC denied that petition unanimously in August 1975, after being
flooded with by far the largest out pouring
of mail on an FCC proceeding in its
history from people opposing the petition,
many of them mistakenly interpreting it as
an attempt to prohibit religious programming in this country.

Churches Oppose Forced
Financial Disclosure
Legislation currently before a House
subcommittee requiring financial disclosure by all organizations soliciting
charitable contributions by mail is unacceptable to religious organizations, according to testimony by several religious
spokesmen.
"We find H.R. 41 unacceptable because
. . . it violates the Constitutional requirement that church and state be separated,"
John W. Baker, associate director in
charge of research services of the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, told
the Postal Personnel and Modernization
Subcommittee of the House Post Office
and Civil Service Committee.
U. S. Rep. Charles H. Wilson (D.Calif.), chairman of the subcommittee, reintroduced the measure after it failed to
reach the House floor in the last Congress.
The bill "would require organizations
soliciting charibable contributions from
the public to disclose at the time of solicitation some basic information concerning
how the money collected is actually
spent," Wilson said.

Anthropologist Doubts Ararat
Wood Remnant Is from Ark
A piece of wood found in Turkish
Armenia could be from a shrine to Noah's
Ark, instead of from the Ark itself, says
UCLA's Rainer Berger.
Speaking at an archaeological symposium at the University of Pennsylvania,
Dr. Berger said the wood is no more than
700 years old.
The National Physical Laboratories in
England dated the wood at about 11,000
years.
"If you actually read the King James
Bible it says the Ark landed on the mountains of Ararat, now in Armenia," he said.
"It did not specify Mount Ararat."
Dr. Berger speculated that the deeply
Christian Armenians built a shrine to the
Ark at the 1,500-foot level of the mountain
and that the wood was from the shrine.

No Rise in "Serious Crime"
During '76, FBI Reports
For the first year since 1972, serious
reported crime showed no increase in 1976,
according to preliminary annual Crime
Index figures of the FBI.
The only Crime Index offense to increase in 1976 was larceny-theft, up 5 percent. Because of that increase, the property
crimes category showed an overall increase
of 1 percent in 1976. Other offenses in that
category showed a decrease: motor vehicle
thefts, down 6 percent; burglaries down 5
percent.
Violent crimes—murder, forcible rape,
robbery, aggravated assault—decreased 5
percent as a group. Murder and robbery
each dropped 10 percent, aggravated
assault dropped 1 percent. Forcible rape
incidents remained unchanged.
"This report is an encouraging sign for
the criminal justice system and for the
public," said Attorney General Griffin
Bell. "But we must not ease our efforts in
this struggle, because the incidence of
crime still remains far too high."

India's Prime Minister a Hindu,
Gandhi Follower, Anti-Communist
India's new Prime Minister, 81-year-old
Morarji Ranchhodji Desai, is a devout
Hindu, a staunch anti-Communist, and a
firm believer in the ideals of Mohandas K.
(Mahatma) Gandhi, the Hindu religious
and political leader and social reformer
who organized non-violent, passive
resistance campaigns against British rule.
Mr. Desai, the leader of the Janata
(Peoples) Party, who helped lead the election battle that unseated Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, has said that "religion
means more to me than anything."
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John Yeatts
To Be Associate
Director of
Christian Education
Rev. John Yeatts of Cleona, PA,
has accepted a part time position
with the General Conference Board
of Christian Education as an
Associate Director beginning in
August, 1977. In this position he
will follow John Ebersole who has
been Associate Director since 1972.
John Ebersole will conclude his
service to the Board of Christian
Education in August of this year.
Rev. John Yeatts, a native of
Springfield, Ohio, is a graduate of
Messiah College and Princeton
Seminary. He has been serving as

S U N D A Y
O F

T H E

S C H O O L
Y E A R

The General Conference Board of
Christian Education recognized nine
Sunday schools as Sunday schools of
the Year. These citations were
presented at the regional conferences
held during March and April.
These nine Sunday schools indicated significant achievement in attendance and quality performance in
1976. To qualify for recognition these
Sunday schools had to:
1. Report a minimum of 5% growth
in average attendance.
2. Indicate a proficiency in the area
of organization, leadership, curriculum and methods, facilities
and equipment, and outreach.
Nine Sunday schools received the
citations. All of the schools but one
reported more than a 10% gain in
average attendance and a quality
Christian education program.
Sunday schools receiving the "Sunday School of the Year Award" were:

12

the Pastor of the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church since 1972. He
is presently a member of the General Conference Board of Christian Education and of the Atlantic
Conference Board of Christian
Education where he serves on the
Youth Task Force. John is also
Assistant Chairman of the Kenbrook Camp Board and serves on
its curriculum committee. And over
the past years he has taught courses
in Bible at Messiah College.
John Yeatts is married to the

former Amy Rutt of Lancaster,
PA. They have a nineteen-monthold son, Marcus.
In his assignment with the Board
of Christian Education John will
give particular attention to youth
ministries. He will direct the Summer Service program and serve as
staff coordinator for the Brethren in
Christ youth convention scheduled
for December of 1978. He will
represent the Board of Christian
Education on the editorial council
.of Youth Ministries Resource, a
program resource for congregational youth groups. John will
also be available for regional and
congregational contacts throughout the brotherhood. Along with his
work with the Board of Christian
Education John will be pursuing a
doctoral program in educational
psychology at Purdue University.
John Yeatts brings to his position
as Associate Director of Christian
Education a background in Bible
studies, pastoral experience, and a
keen commitment to Christian
Education.

John Brubaker, Executive Director, Board of Christian Education
presents the "Sunday School of the Year" citation to the Christian
Education leaders of the Upland Church. Standing left to right: John A.
Brubaker, Curtis Byer, Stan Long, Larry Martin, and Glenn Cinder.

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Big Valley—Dennis Ritchey, Superintendent; John Rosenberry,
Pastor.
Hanover — Thomas Danner,
Superintendent; Kenneth Reid,
Pastor.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Elizabethtown—Harold Musser,
Superintendent; Elbert Smith,
Pastor.
Manheim — Harlan
Nolt,
Superintendent; Isaac Kanode,
Pastor.
Refton — Clyde Slaymaker,
Superintendent; Dale Allison,
Pastor.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Massey Place —Abe Wall,
Superintendent; Douglas Sider,
Pastor.
Port Colborne—Richard Sider,
Superintendent; Gordon Gilmore,
Pastor.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Christian U n i o n — M a r y Ellen
Stepp, Superintendent, Marlin
Ressler, Pastor.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
Upland—Glenn Ginder, Associate
Pastor; Robert Hempy, Pastor.
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THE ARTS

Youth Retreat

lanadian

kllegheny

idwest

acific

A

C
T

MESSIAH COLLEGE
July 22-24,1977

April 25, 1977

The Allegheny Commission on
Youth and the Atlantic Youth Council
are sponsoring C A M P ACT—a youth
retreat for ALL Brethren in Christ
youth.
C A M P A C T will be held at
Messiah College, Grantham, PA,
from 6:00 p.m., Friday evening, July
22 to 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 24.
All Brethren in Christ youth are invited to attend. Ages will range from
12 to the 20's.
The Bible Quiz Playoffs will be held
during C A M P ACT with the finals at
8:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 23. Messiah College is also sponsoring a
"Mini College" that week for families. A Heritage Festival is also
planned for Saturday, July 23, by the
Allegheny and Atlantic Board of
Christian Education.
Bruce Burkholder is the camp
speaker for C A M P ACT. He is
founder and Director of Genesis Ministries, Inc. He is a widely known
speaker in the eastern United States.
Merle Brubaker, Associate Pastor of
the Grantham congregation is the
Camp Director. Selah, a music group
from Messiah College will be the
special music group and Anita
Wingert will be in charge of music.
A f u l l s c h e d u l e of a c tivities—spiritual, social, and recreational—is planned.
Y o u t h g r o u p s with a d e q u a t e
organization may register together for
special accommodations.
Total cost, including pre-registration is $22 before June 1. To preregister send the names, sex, age and
$5 per person pre-registration to:
Merle Brubaker
R R 3
Dillsburg, PA 17019
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Perhaps a graver charge is that the
Christian who preaches a simple life
style should not indulge the expensive
taste that art seems to suggest.
Anyone with an abundance of
money can, of course, spend millions
in art. But one, in fact, can also enjoy
various forms of art with relatively
little expense, as the following may
suggest.
Leone and I spend m o r e on
Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra concerts than on any other art form. But
we purchase fairly inexpensive season
tickets (together they cost $44), and
we consider this amount justified because we otherwise live very frugally.
We have a layman's appreciation
for painting. We can not, of course,
afford masterpieces, but we can see
them often free of charge by combining a visit to an art gallery with a trip
we are taking to the city. Furthermore, we have discovered a certain
satisfaction in photographic reprints,
which actually cost less than the simple framing in which we place them.
For only a very few dollars each, we
thus have faithful reproductions of
such artists as Holbein, Breugel,
Utrillo, Van Gogh, and others.
Some of the art that we best love
has an associational value for us which
cannot be measured in terms of
dollars, and which complements the
simple life style. We have a bust of a
Sierra Leone chief beautifully carved
out of black ebony given to us by an
educator from that country in appreciation for the interest we have taken in
Sierra Leone students. My grandfather, Christian Sider, in old
Brethren in Christ appearance, is with
us in a framed photograph taken by an
artist in Welland, Ontario, who won
international prizes for his character
studies.
We have two paintings by John
Pimlott, a beautiful friend who several
years ago served on the college faculty. We have several Chinese paintings, including two purchased from a
Chinese student who paid his way
through Messiah College by selling art
works given to him by his uncle in Taiwan. We possess a Rembrandt Bible
presented to us by a former student of
the college. Two brass rubbings by our
daughters remind us of a very meaningful family experience in England.
And so on. The simple life style, far
from excluding the arts, may, without
great cost, be enriched by them.
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Church News
MISSIONS
JoAnne Brubaker and Miriam Frey
arrived in the United States on March 19
from their assignments at Mtshabezi Mission, Rhodesia.
On April 4, Eva Mae Melhorn and Dr.
R. Virginia KauflTman arrived home from
Rhodesia. Dr. KaufTman was in charge of
the Mtshabezi Hospital, while Eva Mae
was on the staff of Ekuphileni Bible
Institute.
Walter and Evalyn Long and daughter
Roberta arrived home April 6, having
completed their Voluntary Service assignments in Zambia. Walter was Financial
Secretary and Evalyn was Sister Tutor of
the nursing school at Macha Hospital.
VSers Karen Buckwalter (R.N. at
Mtshabezi Hospital, Rhodesia) and Eileen
Sherk (R.N. at Macha Hospital, Zambia)
have completed their assignments and
arrived home April 8.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey J. and Velva
(Oberholser) Zook were honored by their
children on Feb. 5, for their 50th wedding
anniversary. The affair was held in the Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church of which
the Zooks are members. Their four
children are Harvey, Jr., Avery, Mrs.
Ronald (Grace) Barnich, and Wayne. The
couple also has five grandchildren.
The Big Valley congregation enjoyed a
special program, presented by the Penn
View Bible School on Sunday morning,
April 3. The pastor is Rev. John L.
Rosenberry.
The Five Forks congregation reports
four persons were recently taken into
church membership. They congregation
held a farewell for Bishop and Mrs. Frank
Kipe who will be returning to Zambia.
Rev. W. Rupert Turman is the pastor.
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The Morning Hour Chapel congregation
presented a Bible to Joseph A. Stoner
recently, in recognition of his many years
of service as deacon. He served as deacon
in the Grantham congregation from 19391960. When the Morning Hour congregation was formed in 1960, he was
recognized as deacon and served in that
position until his recent retirement. Rev.
Herbert J. Hoover presented him the
Bible. Samuel Stoner is the newly elected
deacon.
The Roseglen congregation reports
revival services were held March 20-27
with Rev. George Kimber, pastor of the
Dillsburg Church, serving as the
evangelist. The Pell Brothers brought
special music on Sunday, March 20 and
the Penn's View Bible School Chorus sang
the following Sunday. The pastor is Rev.
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.
The men of the Spring Hope congregation have been remodeling the basement of
their church. Rev. Kenneth Mackie is the
pastor.

Atlantic

The Manor congregation held a
Christian Education banquet for Sunday
school staff members on Saturday, April 9.
Sixty persons were honored. The "Living
Water," a singing group from the Nappanee congregation (Central Conference)
presented an inspirational program on
Saturday, April 2. The group is directed by
Dwight Thomas. The pastors at Manor are
Rev. John Hawbaker and Rev. Dale
Engle.
The Messiah congregation hosted a joint
service on Sunday evening, March 20, with
the Bellevue Park congregation. The film,
" T h e Secret of Loving," by Josh
McDowell, was shown. The pastors are:
Messiah—Rev. Leroy Yoder and Bellevue
Park—Rev. Gene Burnes.
The Shenks congregation reports
receiving three persons into church fellowship on Sunday, March 27. Two babies
were also dedicated. The pastor is Rev.
Frederick Geib.

Canadian

An evening of quilting and fellowship
was enjoyed by the ladies of the Heise Hill
and Bridlewood congregations on Monday,
April 4. The Heise Hill ladies hosted. The
pastors are: Heise Hill—Rev. James
Cober and Bridlewood—Rev. John
Schock.
The young people from the Massey
Place congregation recently spent a weekend at Montreal Lake Children's Home.
The youth spent their time in Bible study
and in work. On Sunday evening, March 6,
the congregation viewed the film "My Son,
My Son" in connection with an emphasis
on the Christian home. Rev. Douglas Sider
and Robert Thompson are the pastors.
The New Life congregation (Collingwood) reports an installation service for

their newly elected deacon and wife on
Sunday, February 20. Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Swalm were officially installed in a special
service conducted by Bishop Roy Sider,
Pastor Dale Shaw, and Mr. Swalm's
father, Bishop Emeritus E. J. Swalm.

Central

Special guest speaker for the Bethel
Community congregation on Sunday
evening, March 20, was Dr. Gongwer,
chaplain of the Cass County jail. Dr.
Gongwer shared results of his ministry to
prisoners and how God had called him into
that ministry. The pastor at Bethel is Rev.
Devon Bongrager.
The Beulah Chapel congregation has
invited James Stauffer, a student at Ashland Seminary, to serve as interim pastor
through July, until the new pastor, Ken
Gibson, assumes pastoral responsibilities.
On Sunday, March 20, the Campbellsviile congregation celebrated the fourth
anniversary of their church. Guest singers
for the day were the Junior Burton family.
A fellowship meal was held. The pastor is
Rev. Norman Channel.
The youth of the Millerfields congregation were in charge of a recent Wednesday
evening service. Their pastor, Rev. Harold
Wolgemuth, gave a chalk drawing that was
presented to the one who had brought the
most guests.
The Highland congregation is planning
its first service in the new sanctuary on
Sunday, April 24. Several families from
Highland sponsored the Sammy Hall
Singers on March 23 and 24, who
presented music and shared their testimonies in the area. Rev. Louis Cober is the
pastor.

Midwest

The Mountain View congregation had a
special program, "Jews for Jesus" on
Sunday evening, April 3. The pastor is
Rev. James Esh.
Special guest speaker at the Red Star
Church on Sunday morning, March 27,
was Rev. Henry Landis who had pastored
there approximately 26 years ago. Rev.
Clyde Denney is the present pastor.

Pacific

The new Alta Loma congregation held a
baptismal service in the Upland Church on
Sunday, March 27. The congregation is
continuing to grow with a record attendance of 93 reached in the worship service
on March 6. The pastor is Rev. J. Ralph
Wenger.
On Sunday, March 13, a group of young
people from the Life Line Chapel congregation presented the morning service to
the Upland congregation. Rev. Paul Hill is
pastor at Life Line.

Evangelical Visitor

Births

Chase: Timothy Karl, born Feb. 21, to
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Chase, Grantham
congregation, Pa.
Forry: Adam Keith, born March 19, to
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Forry, Mt. Pleasant
congregation, Pa.
Gilbert: Kerri Marie, born March 28, to
Jerry and Kathy (Taylor) Gilbert, Pleasant
View congregation, Pa.
Heise: Julie Lorraine, born March 11,
to Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Heise, Heise Hill
congregation, Ont.
Herr: Nathan Charles, born March 18,
to Mr. and Mrs. Willis Herr, Manor
congregation, Pa.
Keefer: Adria Lee, born Feb. 26, to Mr.
and Mrs. Greg Keefer, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Leister: David Christopher, born March
26, to Danny and Susan (Cleveland)
Leister, Spring Hope congregation, Pa.
Mark: Ryan David, born March 9, to
Kenneth and Beth (Hostetler) Mark,
Grantham, congregation, Pa.
Walters: David Mark, born April 6, to
Dr. LeRoy and Jane (Martin) Walters,
Bethesda, Md.
Weaver: Amanda Rose, born March 8,
to Bill and Ann Weaver, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Winger: Krista Louise, born March 23,
to Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Winger, Heise Hill
congregation, Ont.
Wright: Adam Wayne, born Jan. 13, to
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Wright, Heise Hill
congregation, Ont.

Weddings

Harman-Climenhaga: Denise Elaine,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. David Climenhaga, Nappanee, In. and Gale Lee, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harman,
Leesburg, In., April 9, in the Nappanee
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
E u g e n e W i n g e r t and Dr. A r t h u r
Climenhaga, uncle of the bride, officiating.
Hoover-Musser: Sally E., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Musser, Jr.,
Lurgan, Pa., and Larry G., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Philip Hoover, Newburg, Pa., Jan 9,
1976, in the Newburg United Methodist
Church with Rev. Mike Gordy officiating.
Kulp-Lowe: Ellen Sandra Lowe and
Gary Robert Kulp, March 5, in the
Roseglen Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Simon A. Lehman, Jr., officiating.
Phillips-Hartman: Lynda Sue, daughter
of Mr. Myrtle Hartman, Hellman, Pa.,
and Jeffery G., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Rudolph Phillips, Red Lion, Pa., March
12, in the Locust Grove Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Charles L. Lehman and
Rev. Harold Bowers officiating.
Redfearn-Sider: Karen, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. E. Morris Sider, Grantham, Pa.,
and Mark, son of Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth
Redfearn, Franksville, Wi., Feb. 17, in the
home of the bride, with Rev. Merle
Brubaker officiating.
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Obituaries
Charles L. Baker
1886-1977

Charles Lessly Baker, born Sept. 3,
1886, to Josephus and Mary Klinck
Baker, died February 9, 1977, in
Kissimmee C o m m u n i t y Hospital,
Kissimmee, Florida. He was a life-long
resident of Stayner, Ontario, although in
recent years spent the winters in Intermission City, Florida.
He was converted at the age of eight
and was baptized and joined the Brethren
in Christ Church in 1902 at the age of
sixteen. He was ordained to the Christian
ministry on June 7, 1931. He served
Sixth Line, Second Line, and the
Collingwood Brethren in Christ
Churches as a part of a multiple ministry.
He served as well on Canadian Conference boards and committees.
On March 12, 1919, he married Cora
Mae Lebeck. To this union were born
two sons: Orville and Marshall, and two
daughters: Lela (Mrs. Robert Osburn)
and Lois (Mrs. Lome Ruegg). In addition to his wife and four children, he is
survived by 14 grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren, and one sister.
Deardorff: Frank V. Deardorff,
Shippensburg, Pa., born April 7, 1909,
died Feb. 3, 1977. He was the son of
William F. and Ida V. Deardorff. He was
married to Pearl Hoover who survives. He
was also survived by three daughters: Mrs.
Eunice Zook, Mrs. Audrey Brubaker, and
Mrs. Janice Burkholder; a son, Lewis F.; a
brother, W. Ralph; a sister, Mrs. Esther
Stoey; and eleven grandchildren. He was a
member of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church where he served as a church trustee
and on the Sunday school board. The
funeral service was held in the Air Hill
Church with Rev. Roger N. Witter and
Rev. Harvey B. Musser officiating. Interment was in the Norland Cemetery,
Chambersburg.
Gibson: Mary Elizabeth Gibson, Albuquerque, N.M., died March 5, 1977, at the
age of 49 in the Bernalillo Co. Medical
Center. She was married to James W.
Gibson who survives. She is also survived
by two sons: Howard K. and Clifford V.; a
step-son, Earl; two step-daughters, Mrs.
B e r n i c e F r y e and M r s . W a n d a
Schoonover; eleven grandchildren; one
great-grandchild; and two brothers. She
fellowshipped with the Sandia Brethren in
Christ Church where she taught Sunday
school. The funeral service was held in the
Sandia Church with Rev. Warren L.
Hoffman officiating. Interment was in the
Sunset Memorial Park.
Heer: Rev. Donald Leroy Heer, Marion,
Ind., died March 30, 1977, at the age of 63.
He is survived by his wife, Constance;
three sons: Arthur C., Rev. Kenneth R.,

Memorial services were held in the
Community Bible Church, Intercession
City, Florida, on February 10 with Rev.
Cecil Shaffer officiating and at the
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church on
Sunday, February f3, with his pastor
Harvey Steckley, Rev. Cyril Berry, Rev.
Paul Nigh, Bishop E. J. Swalm, and
Bishop Roy V. Sider assisting in the
service. Bishop E. J. Swalm delivered the
message.
The commital was in the vault of
Stayner Union Cemetery with Spring
interment in the Stayner Brethren in
Christ Church Cemetery.
and Millard E.; a sister, Mrs. Elizabeth
Steinbrecker; and seven grandchildren.
The funeral service was held in the Raven
Funeral home, Marion, with Rev. H. Blain
West officiating, fnterment was in Grant
Memorial Park, Marion.
Kipe: M r s . C y n t h i a A. K i p e ,
Harrisburg, Pa., died February 13, 1977,
at the age of 22. She was married to David
H. Kipe who survives. She is also survived
by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Preston
Byers; three brothers: Lee, Keith, and
Troy; maternal grandmother, Mrs. Edna
Knepper; paternal grandmother, Mrs.
Mable Byers; and a nephew. She was a
member of the Bellevue Park Brethren in
Christ Church and served as a missionary
in Rhodesia from January 1976 to April
1976. The funeral service was held in the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Gene B. Burnes officiating.
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
Wideman: Mrs. Elsie Wideman died
Feb. 25, 1977, in the Brierbush Hospital,
Stouffville, Ont., at the age of 87. She was
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Steckley. She is survived by her husband,
Roy Wideman; two daughters, Ruth and
Eileen; three sons: Mervyn, Clarence, and
Ray; and six grandchildren. She was a
member of the Heise Hill Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Heise Hill Church with Rev.
William VanderBent and Rev. James
Cober officiating. Interment was in the
Heise Hill Cemetery.
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Six Little Foxes
Come to Church
Paul Hosteller
a recent Sunday six of Solomon's little foxes were nibbling away
at my worship concentration as the choir made ready to sing. And they
almost succeeded in depriving me of the genuine inspiration which a
good choir can bring, to receptive worshipers.
My thoughts first drifted to the individual oddities of the choir members. Since they were all dressed in choir gowns, faces and hairdos were
the focus of my contemplation. One singer's nose was very long, another's hair was in disarray, and so on. Actually, each vocalist was
something less than perfect.
Looking around me, I noticed three altos in the pews who were
usually in the choir, and immediately speculated on whether their
absence would be noticeable. When the choir began to sing, I listened
carefully to the volume of the alto section. The balance seemed to be
satisfactory.
The selection was Mozart's "Glorious Is Thy Name." The pace and
difficulty of this music are enough to intimidate any but the best
organists. Someone sat beside the organist and flipped the pages while I
got all tensed up. It was a futile exercise. The beautiful music poured
forth without hesitation.
My next consideration was the choir director. He was wearing a light
blue jacket. Not bad.
It soon became evident that the sopranos were going to get a real
workout. The kind where you hold your breath until they come back
down the scale again. The range where some singers either squeak or
squawk. But the sopranos were in top form for the Mozart music.
My eyes and thoughts next switched to the pastors who, in the Grantham Church, sit facing the space between the choir and the congregation. They were both watching the choir and listening intently. One
had a serious, thoughtful expression. The other was beaming.
These six little foxes were nibbling at the worship experience God was
providing for me through "Glorious Is Thy Name." But God prevailed. As the choir added magnificent line to magnificent line, and the
organ complemented their harmony and words, the foxes were driven
away. While the reverberation of the final triumphant chord was
reluctantly fading, I was praising God with G L O R I O U S IS THY
NAME!
One of the pastors stepped forward and said, "I felt like both crying
and shouting." And then he led us in prayer. It was a golden moment.

